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CITY OF FORT LAUDERDALE 
SUSTAINABILITY ADVISORY BOARD 

CITY HALL CONFERENCE ROOM 
100 NORTH ANDREWS AVENUE – 8th Floor 

FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 33301 
June 22, 2015 - 6:30 PM 

 
 

 
Staff Present  
 
Sustainability Division of Public Works  
 
Adrienne Ehle, Environmental Analyst, Interim Staff Liaison 
Nancy Gassman, Assistant Public Works Director – Sustainability Division 
Zach McGinnis, Senior Management Fellow 
Ellison Fellers, Intern 
 
Call of Order/Roll Call 

The meeting was called to order by Chair Alberani at 6:32 p.m. The roll was called, and 
it was determined a quorum was present.  Mr. Valdiveloo arrived 6:33 p.m. 
  

Cumulative Attendance 
1/2015 through 12/2015 

 MEMBERS APPT 
BY 

ATTENDANCE PRESENT ABSENT 

1. Alena Alberani, Chair II P 5 1 
2. Jason Liechty, Vice Chair IV P 6 0 
3. Daniel Ayers M A 4 2 
4. Lawrence Clark I P 4 0 
5. Lance Cutrer I P 4 0 
6. Jeffrey Huber M P 4 1 
7. Jim Moyer III P 6 0 
8. Chad Scott II P 4 1 
9. Mate Thitisawat C P 4 2 
10. Enrique Vadiveloo IV P 5 1 
11. Cheryl Whitfield III P 5 1 



2 
 

Approval of the Meeting Minutes 

The May minutes were introduced. A motion was made to approve the minutes with 
corrections as amended by Mr. Cutrer and seconded by Mr. Clark and passed on 
consensus.  
 

Staff Liaison Report 

Ms. Ehle gave a brief overview.  The SAB Communication to the City Commission on 
Beach Wrack was heard June 2, 2015. The Commission discussed the item during the 
evening regular meeting and supported starting an area as a pilot. Staff is working to 
provide a memo from the City Manager to the City Commission. 
 
Mr. Moyer arrived at 6:37 p.m. 
 
The Parks and Recreation Department is working with the Public Works Sustainability 
Division to become a National Wildlife Federation certified Community Wildlife Habitat. 
A flyer was created to help get the word out and obtain additional property 
registrations for reaching the city’s goal.  
 
At the Flagler Village Night Owl event, mentioned at an earlier meeting by Mr. Scott, 
the City provided approximately 100 trees, including fruit trees, flowering trees and 
native trees, and Home Depot provided materials to create 15 portable wildlife 
habitats.  The Flagler Village Association certified itself and additional individual 
residential habitats were also certified. 
 
At the City of Fort Lauderdale June Tree Giveaway event on Saturday June 13th, a 
record number of 560 trees were given away. 
 
Ms. Whitfield asked if tree giveaways included fruit trees and non-fruit trees? Ms. Ehle 
responded yes. 
 
Ms. Whitfield asked how many times per year trees are given away?   
 
Dr. Gassman responded there are quarterly tree giveaways, and a separate event 
called Plant a Tree Save a Tree, where neighbors are eligible to receive a free tree if 
they switch from paper water bills to electronic bills. In addition, there are specialty 
events when trees are given away such as at the Neighbor Support Night, Flagler 
Village Night Owl event, and other Neighborhood Association Events. 
 
Mr. Cutrer asked how are wildlife registrations tracked? Ms. Ehle responded, there are 
no inspections of Certified Wildlife Habitats. 
 
Dr. Gassman responded the City does track trees, the address where they go, where 
the tree giveaway was, and are using the information for the City’s Strategic Plan to 
determine where tree giveaways should occur to enhance the tree canopy the most 
and in which locations. 
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Ms. Whitfield asked is there a preliminary analysis on areas by census track? 
 
Dr. Gassman responded currently canopy information is tracked by neighborhood. She 
clarified the strategic plan will be done by the end of this month. 
 
Ms. Whitfield asked how to inspire landlords to be motivated to be part of that. District III 
is 75% renters, 25% homeowners and is something to be addresses.  
 
Presentations 
 
Dr. Gassman discussed the City’s efforts to build awareness about citywide sustainability 
and climate initiatives. In January 2014, a NOAA sponsored event was held just for city 
staff to have climate-aware individuals in every department. After that training, the staff 
group now called Climate Ambassadors has been meeting on an almost quarterly 
basis. One of the recommendations from that workshop was for the city to continue 
offering trainings to continue to grow in awareness in climate and sustainability type 
activities. From that came the interest in the workshops offered on Green Infrastructure 
for Coastal Resilience and Coastal Inundation. 
 
Green Infrastructure training held on June 19th taught by local experts and practitioners 
was well attended by 60 + attendees. Coastal Inundation Mapping training will be held 
for 23 GIS staff on August 12th at Broward College. 
 
Dr. Gassman gave a presentation on the Sustainability Action Plan Update. She 
discussed training opportunities provided to staff and details about the Climate 101 
training, “Climate Change and Sustainability: Science, Seriousness, Solutions”, with the 
goal to train every full time City of Fort Lauderdale employee on climate science, local 
impacts and sustainability initiatives.  She stated that this is the first city who’s training 
their entire staff and to date 1,500 employees have been trained.  

She also described details about the Sustainability Action Plan (SAP) Update which is 
intended to be better aligned with the City’s Vision and Strategic Plans. She identified 
key themes including Energy and Waste, Risk Reduction, Waste and Moderate 
Regulation with focus on City Operational Improvements and the goal to reach 20% 
below year 2010 by year 2020.  Next steps were summarized as refining objectives and 
action items with staff, developing the document, and soliciting feedback on the draft 
SAP.  Dr. Gassman anticipates completion of writing of the SAP Update by December / 
January and stated the Board will likely see it October / November timeframe.  

Mr. Cutrer gave a presentation about Sustainable Business Programs. He discussed 
details about the City of Tampa’s sustainable business program and provided a 
summary of what was experienced in the program. An example was given about The 
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Sustany Foundation, a pilot 12-week program, targeting small medium downtown 
businesses, a hands-on guided program, funded by Lightning Foundation for $10,000,  
 
Old Business 
 
The Board discussed the December 2015 meeting date. It was agreed by all to 
schedule the meeting for December 14th to be held in the Sustainability Lab in the 
building near City Hall at 101 NE 3rd. Avenue Suite 1400, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301. 
 
Mr. Cutrer motioned to accept December 14th seconded by Mr. Vadiveloo. 
 
New Business 
 
Dr. Gassman described another idea that came out of the city’s Climate Ambassadors 
group is a design and construction standards manual for development of public 
infrastructure. With input from Engineering, Department of Sustainable Development 
(DSD) and Transportation and Mobility (TAM), a draft RFP is being prepared to go out by 
the end of July. This will address both sustainability and climate adaptation. 
 
Proposed Communication 
 
The Board discussed a Draft Communication to City Commission on Expanded 
Polystyrene (Styrofoam) Ban. A motion was made by Mr. Cutrer and seconded by Ms. 
Whitfield to approve the draft Communication to City Commission. The motion passed 
on consensus. 
 
Items for Next Meeting  
 
The Board decided to the following item for its July agenda: 

1. Mr. Huber will present City as Ecology 
 
Ms. Whitfield proposed an item to be added to the Potential Items/Presentations for 
Future Meetings section of the agenda: 

1. City Sponsored Food Forest 
 

Adjournment 

Mr. Liechty made the motion to adjourn and Mr. Vadiveloo seconded.  Meeting 
adjourned at 8:42 p.m.  
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